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Our Commandants Message

Fellow members, as another year comes to an
end, I find mysel f refl ect
happened within the past 10 months. It has
been a busy year. | have had the good fortune
to visit with at least 10 of our detachments,

DEPARTMENT . :
OFEICERS some of them on multiple occasions, and always
enjoyable.
Commandant

MI KE HESBERT | N Many. of our detachments face some of the
same issues. Recruiting and retention are a continuous struggle for

Sr. Vice Commandant . .. .
: most. We must be persistent. Fund raising, which we all do to

g‘?ILEJECLEEY support the numerous League projects, has been tough this year.
_ Some detachments struggle to find the right niche that works best

Jr. Vice Commandant 4 them. Hang in there. It will come.

LEE TAYLOR

o One of the Departmental high notes for this year was the
Judge Advocate & Historian . .
effort to support of one of our wounded warriors. Donations from

RQDY GARCIA detachments and many individual members resulted in close to

Adjutant $10,000.00 being put into the hands of this young Marine and his

JIM JONAS family. This was accomplished in about a six -week time span. This

Paymaster is what wedore all about. Great job.
RON MACE As we close the year we have several detachments facing

Sgtat-Arms tough times. Some struggle with member participation and

HANK ZARTMAN retention, some have internal issues to deal with. | ask that

Chaplain everyone refo_cus on the M_ission. Our |
JOHN BAILEY as just a social club for Marines. It was formed by Marines for the

purpose of rendering assistance to fellow Marines and now other

Junior Past Commandant . .
Vets as well, while always perpetuating the core values and

ERNIE LUTZ traditions of the Corps. Some seem to have lost sight of that
Web Sergeant Mission. Everything we do should reflect that Mission. This is a
RUSSELL volunteer organization that each of us asked to join. We are
WYATT governed by bylaws and administrative policies that start at the
Legislative Officer National level and flow down. Like it or not, adhering to those

JOHN BONNELL bylaws and policies is what makes us a viable organization. We all
should do our best to adhere to these rules and regulations.
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Proper MCL uniforms are part of those regulations. As | travel around the State, |
see a multitude of incorrect uniform combinations. If you are unsure of how you should
be attired in a MCL uniform, go to the uniform regulations in the manual and find out.
If you are unable to decipher the regulations, contact the Department Uniform
Committee Chairman for a proper interpretation. Middle Peninsula Commandant Dave
Clements will be happy to assist you.

In closing, | hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving and is looking forward to a
joyous and Merry Christmas.

Semper Fidelis
Mi ke Hedbert, Commandant
Dept. of Virginia Marine Corps League

The Marine Corps League Mission Statement

Members of the Marine Corps League join together in camaraderie and
fellowship for the purpose of preserving the traditions and promoting the
interests of the United States Marine Corps, banding together those who are
now serving in the United States Marine Corps and those who have been
honorably discharged from that service that they may effectively promote the
ideals of American freedom and democracy, voluntarily aiding and rendering
assistance to all Marines and former Marines and to their widows and orphans;
and to perpetuate the history of the United States Marine Corps and by fitting
acts to observe the anniversaries of historical occasions of particular interest

to Marines.

COMING EVENTS
11 - 13 February, 2010 Mid Winter National Conference, Falls Church, VA
11 -12 March, 2010 Spring Staff Meeting , Holiday Inn Koger, Richmond, VA

hosted by James M. Slay Detachment

May , 2010 (date to be announced) Department of Virginia State Convention,
Virginia Beach, VA hosted by the John A. Lejeune Detachment

25 -26 June, 2010 Mid East Division Conference , Westin Hotel, Virginia Beach, VA
hosted by the Department of Virginia, MCL

8-14 August, 2010 MCL National Convention, Sheraton Greensboro Hotel / Koury
Convention Center, Greensboro, NC

UNITED STATES | MARINES

Semper |
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From The Senior Vice Commandant
Greetings Marines,

This year | had the privilege of attending two very different, but
equally meaningful Marine Corps Birthday Celebrations. The first
was our annual Slay Detachment celebration held on Saturday, 7
November. This year, for the first time, we held our Ball in
conjunction with our local Marine Reserve Unit, Hotel Battery 3/14.

| was a little apprehensive about how us old geezers would be
accepted by these young Marines, but | was pleasantly surprised
that we were warmly welcomed and accepted into their group.
They put on quite a show, and the cake cutting ceremony was
conducted flawlessly. We, of course, supplied the oldest Marine present: Joe Perrin, a
combat veteran of Okinawa, and a two time purple heart recipient. It was an honor for

him and for us as well.

The second event was held at the McGuire VA Hospital on 10 November. This is an
annual event the Slay Detachment conducts for the patients and staff, and is the
highlight of my year. We hold the ceremony in the commons area and invite one and all
to join us. This year we had a huge crowd including active duty Marines from Hotel
3/14, Fort Lee and the Richmond Recruiting Office. The special guests of course, are
the Marines being treated at his facility. The main event was the cake ceremony, and
the youngest Marine present was a 22 year old suffering from major injuries sustained
while serving in Afghanistan. He had to be wheeled in on his gurney and despite his
severe injuries, he was extremely proud to be a part of this tradition. He was joined by

a 78 year old Marine veteran of WW II. Old Corps... New Corps... One Corps... Semper
Fidelis!

In the coming months we will have several opportunities for you to show your support
for our Department and the League. In addition to our spring meeting in Richmond in
March, we have our State Convention in May, the Mideast Conference in June, and the
MCL National Convention in Greensboro, NC in August. You will never have a better
opportunity to meet your fellow Marines from around the entire country than this
summer. The 2011 convention will be held out in Boise Idaho, so if you ever wanted to
attend one of these events, this coming year would be a great time to do so. | will
provide more information on these events in our next issue.

In closing, | hope each and every one of you have a great holiday season, and may the
coming year bring you good health and prosperity.

Semper Fidelis

Bruce Steeley
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From The Judge Advocate

| hope everyone had a chance to go out and celebrate our 234 th
Birthday of our beloved Marine Corps. | had the privilege and

honor to be able to attend three different Marine Corps Balls at

three of our Detachments, John A. Lejeune, Mickey Finn and the

Mid - Peninsula Detachment. As has been in the past, large or

small the Marine Corps Birthday Ball is the highlight of my year.

It is at the top of the list of those Marine Corps traditions we
celebrate and look forward to spending time with other Marines

to remember, honor and reminisce of days gone by. | had the
privilege to attend the Marine Corps Birthday Ceremony on  November 10 " at the
Marine Corps War Memorial in Arlington Virginia. Now that was an event to behold.

Those Marines put on an excellent ceremony. Like their predecessors before them,

they epitomize all that is highest in military efficiency, soldierly verdure and the spirit

de corps that is synonymous in being a United States Marine.

As we approach the closing of these last pages of this chapter in our lives (2009)
and we find ourselves in the middle of the Christmas Holiday season we should all take
a moment from the hustle and bustle to remember our Marines deployed in this war on
terrorism. Our nation is engaged in a war unlike any other war we have fought. It
demands more that any other engagement has done in the past. Urban warfare puts
our Marines back into the middle ages, of man -to-man, hand -to-hand combat that can
and is very brutal and vicious. In spite of all the modern technology and advances in
weapon systems, it still takes a Marine, his rifle and bayonet to accomplish the mission.

Our Marines are making sacrifices that are driven by the very nature of the war
environment in which they are participants. It would be pretentious to think that war is
grandiose and glorious. It never has been and it never will be. With time most wounds

will heal, but that indelible wound thatos | ef't
wi || never be erased. During this Christmas H¢
make the greatest of effort to send cards and care packages to our Marines to show

them our support and gratitude. As we all kno
card or a care package even if itds from someon

goes a long ways in making you feel appreciated. Our cornucopias are filled with
blessings and we need to share our bounty with our deployed Marines that are less
fortunate than we. Lets keep them in our thoughts and prayers for their safe well being
and a safe return home to their loved ones. Also lets keep their families in our prayers.

At this time | would like to say that we should all take a few minutes to sit and
think about our Marine Corps League accomplishments large and small this past year
and be thankful that we have had the good fortune to be able to serve our Marine
Corps and our Marine Corps League. We should also once again read our Oath of Mem-
bership and rededicate our selves to our Marine Corps League and those principles for
which it was founded.

| wish each and every one of you a safe and a very Merry Christmas and a
prosperous Happy New Year.

Semper Fidelis
Rudy Garcia
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$ Notes From The Paymaster $

s

here are you sending your transmittals?? Transmittals are not to
e sent to the Department Adjutant or directly to National HQ, But
eed to be sent to the Department of )\

S5 O

Marine Ronald Mace
508 Williamsburg Road, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23462

mcldeptva@verizon.net

NEW MEMBERSHI P DUES TRANSMI TTALO&s are now being
National Hq. Please read the instructions at the top of the form and please note
the Life Membership dues is now printed on the form for each age category.

DonotsendDD -2146s or applicationds for membership
documents are for the detachments use.

Don6ét forget we have a new | RS rm@djtoiganigatont t hi ¢
We have to file ane -Postcard IRS Form 990 -N. BUT the only way you can file
this form is online. Go to WWW.irs.gov and check it out. You must also have a
taxpayer ID #. You might have your detachment tax year either by Calendar
year (1 Jan to 31 Dec) or Fiscal year (last day of any month except Dec) BUT
National HQ states that detachments must change their fiscal year to 1 July
through 30 Juneéé. The Department of Virginiao
so sometime in July after | do our last financial report for the year | will go
online and file. Due date for filing the e -Postcard is 15 November 2009.

Please audit your 30 June 09 roster and return to national headquarters by 31
December 09. What do you do for the audit?? Make sure all your life members
are listed and delete those life members who have transferred or are deceased.
Detachment paymaster and commandant sign, date and return to National Head-
quarters.

Life membership dues is a follows:
Up to and including
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e 0 r ééé. $15
**not eé. On the transmittal i nclude ¢t}

Life Membership


http://www.irs.gov
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Marines  ------ In the last newsletter | mentioned the

top legislative objectives for Virginia veterans to be

presented to the governor for legislative consideration,

they are repeated below. Now that the elections are

over it is the time for we Marines to contact our State

Delegates and Senators. The easiest way is to E -mail
the enclosed list to their office and ask for their

support. But, if you have a relationship with the person

ask for about 10 minutes of their time and ask for

support of these objectives. This is a tough year for

dollars and some of these objectives may not be -
selected for legislation. However, we must try for the John Bonnell, Department
sake of the veteran. Legislative Officer

JLC/VSO Legislative Objectives

The following legislative objectives were adopted by the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans
Service Organizations (JLC) on August 12, 2009:

Continued Level Funding for the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program: Support a budget
item in the Governor's Budget that (a) appropriates necessary funds to continue the Virginia

Wounded Warrior Program at current funding levels, and (b) expands the staff by one full -time
position.

Continued Level Funding for the Automated Claims Processing System: Support a

budget item in the Governor's Budget that appropriates necessary funds to continue
development of the Automated Claims Processing System for veterans disability claims.

Provide Funding to open and operate the Southwest Virginia Veterans Cemetery:
Support a budget item in the Governor's Budget to provide the funds required to open and
operate the Southwest Virginia Veterans Cemetery.

Virginia War Memorial Operating Funds and FFE Funds: Support budget items in the
Governor's Budget for (a) one -time funding for furniture, fixtures, and equipment (FFE), and
(b) increase on -going operational funding for the Paul and Phyllis Galanti Education Center.

Real Estate Tax Exemption for 100% Disabled Veterans: Support legislation to amend the
Virginia Constitution to require local governments to grant real estate tax exemptions for 100%

service -connected disabled veterans without regards to means testing. ldentical legislation
passed the 2009 General Assembly and must pass the 2010 General Assembly in the same

form.

Burial Vaults for Virginia State Veterans Cemeteries: Support a budget item in the
Governor's Budget that appropriates funds so that burial vaults may be provided for resale at
cost at Virginia state veterans cemeteries.

Special Veterans Courts: Support legislation that allows localities, at their discretion, to
establish special veterans courts for remedial treatment of veterans and military personnel
accused of misdemeanor crimes.

Military Family Relief Fund: Support administrative or legislative initiative to provide a
subtraction when calculating Virginia taxable income for individuals receiving a grant from the
Military Family Relief Fund.
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Slay Detachment Marines Purchase Flags For The VA War Memorial

Thanks to the membership of the James M. Slay
Detachment, the flags are flying once again at the
Virginia War Memorial. It started last spring when one
of our detachment members noticed that the military
branch of service flags were no longer being flown
outside the Memorial. We contacted Jon Hatfield,
executive director of the memorial and he explained
that due to state budget cuts, he didn't have funds to
purchase new flags. His staff had done their best to
maintain the flags, but due to the wear and tear from
the elements they were no longer serviceable. The detachment decided to purchase
several Marine Corps flags for the memorial. When told that they could not fly the
Marine Corps flag alone without the others, a decision was made by our membership to
try and raise funds for all the flags, an outlay of nearly $8,000 for a year's supply.

Not having that kind of money in our treasury, we decided to attempt to raise the
money. A daunting challenge, but overcoming adversity is what the Marine Corps and
the Marine Corps League is all about. We held two major fundraisers this summer and
we were able to finance the flag replacement project and also make a substantial
donation to the Virginia Wounded Warriors Project.

| am extremely proud of my detachment and for the all the hard work and dedication of
our members in taking on these important projects.

Semper Fidelis
Bruce Steeley

Website Now Online

The long anticipated Department of
Virginia website is now a reality. In early

October, Web Sergeant Russell Wyatt
completed his work on our website. It

can be found on your internet browser at

www.virginiamarines.org

The website will give us greater
exposure on the web and will allow our
members and the general public easy
access to information pertaining to the
Department and our local detachments.
Department Web Sergeant Rus.sZII/Wyattshows off It WI_"_ aIS(_) allow_for us to add tII’_ﬂG
the new Department of Virginia website. sensitive information about upcoming
activities and any other information that
otherwise may not get out to our members in a timely manner. Department Web
Sergeant Russell Wyatt has done an outstanding job in putting this site together.

Well done Marine!
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2009 -2010 Newsletter Competition

As editor of this publication I know how important
communications can be to the well being of our
local, state and national efforts. Our goal as editors

is to put out a positive message to the public, aid in
recruiting new members, and to keep our current
membership informed. On the national level we are
fortunate to have the Semper Fi Magazine. It is one

of, 1 f not the best, public

| know for a fact we have some great detachment
newsletters out there too. Each year the Department
seeks to recognize the hard work and dedication our
detachment newsletter editors put into their
respective publications.

Our Department Newsletter Competition was created
to recognize those indiuvi
our State Convention 1in

"Once a Marine, always a Marine."

MSgt Paul Woyshner, USMC

Long after the uniform has
been laid aside, the last order
has been given, the final salute

returned, the last handshake
shared, and the occasional tear
brushed away by a determined
hand. Long after that, it still
runs in your veins. Lives onin
your mind. Dominates your will.
Long after that you feel the call.
The esprit that can only be shared
among brothers. Among individuals
bonded together by the truest of ideals.
"Once a Marine always a Marine.”
L S

dual
May . | f

ho g rap by W) E. 3. Fena

annual
woul d

S on an
you

in the competition, please send me a minimum of three (3) different publications either

in printed form or via email in a PDF format

(rbsteeley@comcast.net)

and April 1, 2010. Please identify that these are being entered in the newsletter

completion.

Good luck and | hope we have a good response this year.

Changes To Your Virginia Marine Newsletter

As | go to meetings around the state | always ask for input and suggestions on how this
newsletter can be improved. One suggestion | received recently requested that the
newsletter be shortened so it can be printed and distributed. | didn't want to shorten it
because | wanted to continue to share photos and information from events our Marines
participate in around the state. As a compromise | am going to send along as a
separate email attachment a black and white printable version without the additional
photographs. This | hope will allow our readers to provide a printed copy to those who

may not have email or just like to read a printed version.

If you have any other comments or suggestions on what you would like to see in your
newsletter, please contact me either via email or by regular mail at:

Bruce Steeley
9199 Harvey Hollow Drive
Mechanicsville, VA 23116

[l o

between now

basi
I i ke
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Ground Broken On The Southwest Virginia Veterans Cemetery in
Dublin, VA

When completed next year, the
Southwest Virginia Veterans
Cemetery will have space for at
least an estimated 60,000 deceased
veterans and their family members,

space for cremated remains
including a columbarium and scatter

garden, a committal shelter for
services, roads, walkways, gardens
and maintenance and administra-

tive facilities.

The federal government agreed to

pay $7.2 milion for the project's e ARG e, e S T
first phase, which will improve 24 State and local dignitaries participate in ground breaking
acres of a nearly 80 -acre industrial ceremony at cemetery site

site near Dublin carved from the

Radford Army Ammunition Plant. Authorities have selected 79.8 acres that formerly
belonged to the arsenal. Ammunition was not manufactured on the site where veterans
will be laid to rest.

Burial in the facility will be offered as a benefit to members of the U.S. Armed Forces
who die during active duty, retire from service or are honorably discharged. Burial will
be offered for $300 to spouses and dependent children of such individuals.

It will be Virginia's third veterans cemetery. To seek advance approval to be buried in
the planned Southwest Virginia Veterans Cemetery, it is necessary to apply to the
Virginia Department of Veterans Services. An application can be obtained by calling the

Albert G. Horton Jr. Memorial Veterans Cemetery in Suffolk at (757) 255 -7217, or the
Virginia Veterans Cemetery in Amelia at 804 -561 -1475.
Taps

Marine Samuel S. Jett (Sam) Long time member of the James M.
Slay Detachment. Sam served with the Sixth Marine Division in WW I

and was a survivor of the Battle of Sugar Loaf Hill during the invasion

of Okinawa.
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. The Undress Uniform

] Long Sleeve Shirt: will be an aviator style shirt, with
two (2) button down breast pockets and shoulder
epaulets. It will have a military crease running top to
. bottom, centered on each pocket and three creases on

| the back.

The Marine Corps League Shoulder Patch is worn on the

. left shoulder, centered on the crease, 1 -1/2" down

from the shoulder seam. The Field Forward American

Flag patch or Military Order of Devil Dog patch (if

. applicable) will be worn on the right shoulder, centered

| on the crease, 1 -1/2" down from the shoulder seam.

. The Sunburst Insignias are worn on each collar,

centered, 1/2" from both edges, with the eagles wings

parallel to the deck. The name tag (optional) may be

worn above the right breast pocket, centered and 1/8"

¥ above the top of the flap. Either Marine Corps League
ribbons or Department of Defense ribbons and badges

may be worn above the left breast pocket, centered, 1/8" above the top of the flap.

Marine Corps League and Department of Defense ribbons can't be mixed. Ribbons are

to be worn in rows not exceeding four ribbons per row, for multiple awards. If the top

row has fewer ribbons than the lower rows, they are to be centered on the lower rows.

Devil Dog collar (if applicable) may be worn with this uniform.

Short Sleeve Shirt: Same regulations as above, but worn without necktie.

Necktie:  should be a plain flat black tie with a Marine Corps League or Marine Corps
gold tie bar. No other tie bar is authorized. No tie tacks, no tie colors other than black,
and no embroidered or other designs on the tie are authorized. Just a simple, plain,
black, tie.

Trousers: Dress Blue trousers with the red NCO stripe are worn with the Undress
Uniform, along with the Marine Corps web belt and brass buckle. It should be pointed
out that the Dress Blue trousers have the red NCO stripe, not the wider Officers stripe.

Black Trousers may be worn as an option with the Undress Uniform. A black belt and
square gold buckle with the Marine Corps Emblem are to be worn with the black
trousers.

Shoes: should be black leather oxfords, either corafram type, or highly shined. The
uppers on the toes should be flat leather, with no seams. Rubber or leather soles may
be worn. Black socks, should be worn, also. No taps are authorized.

Editors Note: To assist our members with information on the proper wearing
of our Marine Corps League uniforms, | will include additional uniform
regulations in future issues of our newsletter. Our next issue will deal with the
wearing of the Casual Uniform (Red Blazer).
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\

Officer EGA

Enlisted EGA

British Royal Marines Emblem
The History Of The Marine Corps Emblem

The emblem of today traces its roots to the designs and ornaments of early Continental

Marines as well as British Royal Marines. The emblem took its present form in 1868.
Before that time many devices, ornaments, and distinguishing marks followed one
another as official marks of the Corps.

In 1776, the device consisted of a "foul anchor"” of silver or pewter. The foul anchor still
forms a part of the emblem today. (A foul anchor is an anchor which has one or more
turns of the chain around it). Changes were made in 1798, 1821, and 1824. In 1834 it
was prescribed that a brass eagle be worn on the hat, the eagle to measure 3 1/2
inches from wingtip to wingtip.

In 1868, Brigadier General Commandant Jacob Zeilin appointed a board "to decide and
report upon the various devices of cap ornaments for the Marine Corps." The emblem
recommended by this board has survived with minor changes to this day. It consists of
a globe (showing the Western Hemisphere) intersected by a foul anchor, and
surmounted by a spread eagle. On the emblem itself, the device is topped by a ribbon
inscribed with the Latin motto "Semper Fidelis" (Always Faithful). The uniform
ornaments omit the motto ribbon.

The general design of the emblem was probably derived from the British Royal Marines'
"Globe and Laurel.” The globe on the U.S. Marine emblem signifies service in any part
of the world. The eagle also indirectly signifies service worldwide, although this may not
have been the intention of the designers in 1868. The eagle they selected for the
Marine emblem is a crested eagle, a type found all over the world. On the other hand,
the eagle pictured on the great seal and the currency of the United States is the bald
eagle, strictly an American variety. The anchor, whose origin dates back to the founding
of the Marine Corps in 1775, indicates the amphibious nature of Marines' duties.

EGA With Semper Fidelis Ribbon
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Gener al Lejeunebs Birthday Message Of 192

resolution of the Continental Congress. Since that date, many
thousand men have borne the name Marine. In memory of
them, it is fitting that we who are Marines should commemo-
rate the Birthday of our Corps by calling to mind the glories of
its long and illustrious history.

"On November 10, 1775, a Corps of Marines was created by a , ﬁ
o \

The record of our Corps is one which will bear comparison with
that of the most famous military organizations in the world's
history. During 90 of the 146 years of its existence the Marine
Corps has been in action against the nations foes. From the
battle of Trenton to the Argonne, Marines have won foremost
honors in war, and in the long eras of tranquility at home. Gen-
eration after generation of Marines have grown gray in war in
both hemispheres and in every corner of the seven seas that our country and its
citizens might enjoy peace and security.

In every battle and skirmish since the birth of our Corps Marines have acquitted
themselves with the greatest distinction, winning new honors on each occasion until the
term Marine has come to signify all that is highest in military efficiency and soldierly
virtue.

This high name of distinction and soldierly repute we who are Marines today have
received from those who preceded us in the Corps. With it we also received from them
the eternal spirit which has animated our Corps from generation to generation and has
been the distinguishing mark of the Marines in every age. So long as that spirit
continues to flourish Marines will be found equal to every emergency in the future as
they have been in the past, and the men of our nation will regard us as worthy
successors to the long line of illustrious men who have served as "Soldiers of the Sea"
since the founding of the Corps."

His Birthday Message is as timely today as it was 88 years ago when he first
spoke these words to his Marines. Semper Fidelis and | hope you all had a
wonderful 234th.

Editor

The Virginia Marine Newsletter is published quarterly
by the Department of Virginia, Marine Corps League.

Marine Bruce Steeley, Editor

9199 Harvey Hollow Drive
Mechanicsville, VA 23116
(804) 7464413 / rbsteeley@comcast.net
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Around The League

Danny Williams and Ernie Lutz man the Marine i
Corps League booth at the Marine Expo held 5XG\ *DUFLD PHHWYV 3*XQQ\" 5 /HH (UPH\
annually at MCB Quantico movie and television fame

The newly installed officers of Lake Country Detachment 1085
From left: Larry Miller/Sgt at Arms, William Jones/Chaplain, Travis Belcher/Commandant,
Mark Roncinske/Judge Advocate, Steve Bailey/ Senior Vice, Ben Nobles/Jr. Vice,
and Ed Eanes/Paymaster, (Jim Jonas/Adjutant Not Pictured.)



