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Our Commandant S Messag

Fellow Marines and league members,

Another year has come and gone. It has been my
honor and privilege to serve as your department
commandant for this past year. | also appreciate
your vote of confidence by re -electing me to serve in

Dep artment this capacity for another year. | will do my best not

Officers to disappoint you.
Commandant | have been fortunate to have been able to travel
MI KE HESBERT and represent the department at every national and

_ division level event this past year. | have attended a number of
Sr. Vice Commandant  detachment meetings throughout the state as well as the Veteran's Day

BRUCE STEELEY Ceremony at Arlington.

Jr. Vice Commandant From my perspective, the Department of Virginia is doing well. Everyday
you are signing up new members and growing your detachment's as well
LEE TAYLOR as the department and the league.

Judge Advocate & Historian 3 most pleased with the number of activities all our detachment's are
RUDY GARCIA involved in. From veteran's issues to community affairs, everyone is
busy. Keep up the good work.

Adjutant
One of my concerns this past year is one that carry's over into the coming
JIM JONAS year. That is the high percentage of unpaid member's some of our
Paymaster detachment's have on their roster's. I know everyone is working hard to
rectify that, and | appreciate the effort. Please continue to work on this
RON MACE . . .
problem.  Commandant's, once you determine that a member is not
SgtatArms coming back, you need to ensure that your paymaster/adjutant is taking
HANK ZARTMAN the necessary steps to have that name stricken from your rostgr. Se'ek'out
. your unpaid members and try to find out what the problem is. This is a
Chaplain volunteer organization. If they don't want to be a part of it, you can't
JOHN BAILEY force the issue. By the same token, we don't want to continue carrying

them on the roster if they don't want to be a part of this "Brotherhood".
Junior Past Commandant

Commandant's, you should recently have received a packet from national

ERNIE LUTZ containing the proposed bylaws changes for the coming year. Present
Web Sergeant these to your detachments. Get their input and pass it on to me. | would

like to know which way the department leans on these issues before

RUSSEL WYATT casting your votes on the floor of the convention.
Leoislative Officer On that note, it has been a good year for the department and | look

JOHN BONNELL forward to another good year as we move through 2009 into 2010.
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Remember, the fall staff meeting will be hosted by the Mickey Finn detachment in Quantico on
Oct. 16 and 17. Come out and join in and see some old buddies you may not have seen in a
while and maybe meet some new ones.

| hope to see you there.
Semper Fidelis,

Mike He'bert
Commandant

Dept. of Virginia
Marine Corps League

From The Senior Vice Commandant
Greetings Marines,

I am honored to have been elected the post of Senior Vice
Commandant. | will do everything | can to live up to vyour
expectations and will carry out my responsibilities to the best of my
abilities. As part of my new duties as Senior Vice, | have taken on the
task of publishing our Department newsletter.

Communication is vital to any organization, especially one such as ours
where our membership is spread over the entire state. In this
newsletter, which will be published quarterly, | will attempt to keep you
informed with not only what is going on at the Department level, but
also with what the local detachments are doing in their communities. We Marines are involved
in many worthwhile projects throughout the state and many times they go unnoticed outside
our local area. Any exchange of ideas and information will not only benefit the League but it
can also help in our local recruiting efforts. Many times | have been asked by prospective

member s, fiwhat do you guys do?060 | can speak for my
what the other detachments are involved in is often hard to come by. To assist in this effort,

please take the time to drop me an e -mail whenever you plan to have an event, receive an

awar d, etc., so | can pass it on to our me mber s.
electronically, just mail me a copy and | will scan it and return it to you unharmed. My mailing

address is 9199 Harvey Hollow Drive, Mechanicsville VA 23116. My e -mail address is
rbsteeley@comcast.net and | can also be reached by phone at 804 -746 -4413. With your help

Marines, we can make this happen.

Thanks and Semper Fidelis

Bruce Steeley
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From The Judge Advocate

As | go around attending Marine Corps League, Mid -East Division,
Department of Virginia and Detachment me
hel p but notice the different viol ation
important that we as members of the Marine Corps League abide and

follow the guidelines of the UNIFORM CODE.

| see members wearing MCL covers they are not authorized to wear.
These members should know better, but they blatantly violate the
regulations thinking that nobody is going to notice.

In accordance with Enclosure Three (3), UNIFORM CODE, Paragraph V. MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
COVERS:

A. All members of the Marine Corps League are authorized the Red cover. Members elected
to, or appointed on the Department (State) level are authorized to wear Red with Gold crown
covers.

B. Past National Division Vice Commandants, Past National Executive Directors, Past National
Directors of Young Marines, Past Department Commandants, Past Pack Leaders, and Past
Detachment Commandants, with the years displayed for holding that office, are the only
members who are authorized to wear their respective cover after their tour of duty is com-
pleted. All other members will revert back to the appropriate cover for their current elected or
appointed office, removing their prior officer identification strips.

| see members wearing Lapel Pins that are not authorized or wearing more pins than are
authorized in accordance with the Uniform Code. In accordance with ENCLOSURE THREE (3),
UNIFORM CODE, Paragraph VIII, CH 13 -07:

The following lapel pins may be worn only on the red blazer or the Evening Dress Jacket. The

Past National Commandant Pin may be worn inboard with the National Marine of the Year

outboard. National Marine of the Year may be worn inboard with a Past Department or
Detachment Commandant Pin (only one past commandant pin, Kennel Devil Dog of the Year Pin

may be worn outboard of National Marine of the Year. The Chapel of Four Chaplains, MCL
Membership, or Retired Marine Lapel, i.e., Past Commandant, Life Member, Five Year
Membership, Ten Year Membership etc., only one Membership pin should be worn.) Ordained

Ministers or Chaplains may wear a symbol of their religion, of the size approved by D -O-D.
Whatever pins are approved for wear, only two pins may be worn at any time i wearer 6s
choice. Only one (1) miniature ribbon of individual choice may be worn above the lapel pin on

the red blazer or evening dress jacket, provided miniature medals are not worn on the evening

dress.

I f anyone has any doubt, ask me and 10686l wverify it w
MCL National Bylaws is current and up to date with all the latest changes.

Rudy Garcia
Judge Advocate, Dept of Virginia
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2009 Marine of the Year Rodol fo O0Rudydé Garc
Department of Virginia Commandant Michael

Rudy Garcia Chosen Marine Of The Year 2009

At our recent State Convention Marine Garcia was selected by his peers as the 2009 recipient
of t he AMarine of the Year o Award. Thi s prest
Department of Virginiabs ATop Marinebo.

Rudy has been very active in the League, servin
Commandant, and on the state level as the Department Historian. Rudy now takes on a new
challenge as he begins serving as our new Department Judge Advocate.

In recent weeks Rudy has taken on the enormous task of arranging hotel accommodations for
us to host the 2110 Mideast Division Conference next June. We are well on our way, thanks to
Rudyds hard work and dedication.

Congratulations Rudy, for a job well done and an award well deserved.

86th National Convention
Marine Corps League & MCL Auxiliary

2 August thru 8 August, 2009

The Kahler Grand- I-Rnehester Minne!
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MCL Convention Notes I WANT YOU!

The Depart ment of Virginia held 18 GVey ah then u 1ven
Sandcastle Hotel in Virginia Beach. Hosted once again by the Marines from the John

A. Lejuene Detachment, a good time was had by all. The weather turned out to be

a bit damp and chilly, but it certainly dit Luwmet 2MpE
in attendance. A e

Things started out on a high note Friday evening with an open bar social and auction. Seeing
old friends and making new ones, is a tradition at these gatherings and this one was no
exception. It set the tone for the rest of the weekend which combined work, play and most
importantly, a chance to catch up with what our fellow Marines are doing back at home in their
detachments. As the night wore on and the drinks continued to flow, the sea stories just got
better and better.

On Saturday morning we conducted our business meeting, with representatives from nine of

our detachments. Also joining us was National Vice Commandant for the Mideast Division, Juan

AfiChiefo Graciano and Jim Tant, Assistant Division V
of what was going on in the Division. It was a honor to have these Marines aboard.

The main business of the day was the reports of the Department Officers, the Detachment
Commandant s, and the election of -elected foreanosher teivhiase He 6
our Department Commandant. The other officers elected were: Sr. Vice - Bruce Steeley, Jr.

Vice - Lee Taylor, Adjutant - Jim Jonas, Paymaster - Ron Mace, Judge Advocate - Rudy
Garcia, Chaplain - John Bailey and Sergeant at Arms - Hank Zartman. John Bonnell remains as

our Legislative Officer, and a new position of Department Web Sergeant was filled by Russell

Wyatt.

Following the meeting the Virginia Pack of the Military Order of Devil Dogs held their Growl. As

usual, everyone had a great time and lot of bones were collected for our charitable efforts.

Three of our Pups were elevated to Devil Dogs. Thanks go to John Bonnell for his past service

as our Pack Leader, and we look forward to many more good times under the guidance of our

new Pack Leader, Danny Williams. We 6| | break him in
Quantico.

We closed our convention Saturday evening with a delicious banquet and the official swearing
in ceremony. It was a great way to cap off the convention and to recognize many of the

Marines who have provided invaluable service to both their local detachments and the
Department. The most coveted and prestigious honor, The Marine of the Year, was awarded to
Marine Rudy Garcia of the Chesapeake Detachment.

The festivities concluded with an evening of dancing and karaoke. The spirited entertainment

included a special guest appearance from AThe King
a rendition of the AWabash Cannonball 0 by John Bonne
truly have some very talented people in our midst! | hope you all can make it next year, and |

look forward to all of us getting together up at Mickey Finn in October.

o The Virginia Marine Newsletter is
Semper Fidelis published quarterly by the
Bruce Steeley, Editor Department of Virginia,
Marine Corps League.

9199 Harvey Hollow Drive
Mechanicsville, VA 23116

804-746-4413 / rbsteeley@comcast.net
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AROUND THE LEAGUE
Mickey Finn Det. #333

=7 | am pleased to report that the Mickey Finn Detachment is still keeping
: up the busy task of providing assistance to the community in this
W&+ unexpected turn in the economy. We have received numerous
requests for assistance to help with finances to maintain a home with
food and utilities. We have also provided our members needing informa-
tion for possible employment after being laid off. The Detachment
recently assisted the widow of a retired Sergeant Major with help in
burying her husband by providing him with a set of dress blues. The
Detachment has strived to maintain its steady growth in membership and
retention thru communication and hospitality. In the past year we have
had an increase in visitations by other Detachments all around the country visiting the U.S.
Marine Corps Museum at Quantico, Va. and the Washington, DC. area.

Lake Country Det. #1085

The Lake Country Detachment conducted two successful fundraisers recently:

A community yard sale conducted indoors at the Dixie Tobacco Warehouse in South Hill, VA. It
was very successful and planning is already under way for another sale in June.

Conducted a very successful raffle for a guided fishing tour on Lake Gaston which included
several hours of fishing with a guide, plus a very nice fishing equipment package with rod, reel,
and various tackle items. The winner was determined on May 4th.

Lake Country is making plans for a poker run when the 2009 Toys for Tots campaign begins in
the fall.

In its April the detachment heard a presentation from Bill Hanke, Director of the Families of the
Wounded regarding the mission of that organization. The detachment has made several
charitable contributions including a $1000 donation to the Families of the Wounded.

Lynchburg Area Det. #

Members participated throughout the vyear in providing home repairs and improving
handicapped access for area residents through the Lynchburg chapter of "Rebuild America".

Provided "Hero Tree" gifts to Salem VA hospital patients at Christmas.

Supported local Toys for Tots campaign with toy collection and funds raised at the annual Darts
Tournament.

Provided ongoing donations to Salem VA hospital and Virginia Veterans Care Center in
Roanoke.

Presented numerous replacement Challenger Coins to a local Marine who had his coins
stolen. This Marine has since joined the MCL.

Purchased a Dress Blue Uniform, complete with ribbons, for a local Iwo Jima Marine with
cancer to wear to his first and only Marine Corps Ball.

Provided a $1,000 donation to the Wounded Warrior Unity Tour, a 1,000 mile bike ride from
Fort Campbell to Walter Reed. The tour proceeds benefit the Fisher House Foundation.
The detachment also hosted the riders for dinner on Sept. 24 in Lynchburg.



DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE

Donated funds to provide vehicle repair for a disabled veteran and
heating fuel for a local resident.

Sent 118 boxes of troop supplies to Sgt. Major Rick Caisse, one of
our members, serving with the "Purple Foxes" in Iraq.

Hosted a going away party for 61 Marine Reserves in deploying with
Charlie Company to Iraqg.

Continued the seventh year of participation in the "Support Our
Troops" vigil at Monument Terrace in downtown Lynchburg every
Friday night. Supported the addition of a Purple Heart Monument
this' year.

Provided $4,000 in scholarships to local area students.

The Detachment along with MODD donated $800 for luminaries for
the D -Day Memorial 65 ™ anniversary celebration in honor of our member, Phil Woods, who
helped design the beautiful gardens at the Memorial. Phil has had a stroke and now is in
California closer to his family.

James M. Slay Det. #329

Conducted a Flag Day Patriotic Celebration at the home of Judge Advoca te Clyde Childress.
Participants included the Quantico Ma rine Corps Concert Band , the Virginians Ba rbershop
Chorus, and the St . Andrews Legion of Pipes and Drums . Guest speakers were Rep . Lee Ware
and Capt . Cather ine Wilson (USN/Re t.) Execut ive Direc tor of the Virginia Wo unded Wa rrior
Program . Static displays included a Blackhawk helicopter and a military field kitchen. There
were also Mar ines in period unifo  rms courtesy of the NNMC . Contributions will provide an entire
years set of service flags to the Virg inia War Memorial and support for the Virginia Wounded
Warriors Fund.

Presented awardsto the three loca | Marine Corps Jun ior ROTC Programs .

Established a monthly donation in the amount of $100 to the Families of the Wounded Fund.
This donation is in perpetuity and will cease only when the fund is no longer needed.

Planning our first Patriots 5k run/walk to help raise funds to meet needs in our community as
deemed appropriate by the detachment. (July 4th 2009)

Continuing our efforts in support of the McGuire Veterans Hospital, Sitter -Barfoot Veterans Care
Center, and the Richmond Fisher House by providing books, magazines, music and movies.

COMING EVENTS

2-8 August, 2009 MCL National Convention, Rochester, Minnesota

16 -17 October, 2009 Fall Staff Meeting, Quantico, VA

11 -12 March, 2010 Spring Staff Meeting, Holiday Inn Koger, Richmond, VA
25 -26 June, 2010 Mid East Division. Westin Hotel, Virginia Beach, VA



