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Spr
OQur Commandant s Message
Fellow Marines and League Members,

As my second and final year as Department
Commandant comes to an end, I've tried to
describe this past year in just a few words.
Fulfilling, eventful, satisfying, frustrating and

Department busy all come to mind. All and all a pretty good
Officers year, | think.
Commandant | want to express my appreciation to all of you

MI KE HEG®GBERT for staying the course. Giving your best effort to
keep the traditions and values of our Corps alive and well here in
Virginia while continuing to make the Marine Corps League a viable
BRUCE STEELEY  and important veteran's organiza-tion here in our state as well as
Jr. Vice Commandant ~ nationally.

Sr. Vice_Commandant

LEE TAYLOR Sure, we've had a few hiccups here and there. We still have a
Judqudvocate&Historiaﬁouple of detachments struggling during these tough economic
times to stay afloat. We still have a couple of detachments dealing

RUDY GARCIA with some internal issues. | have all the confidence that the Marines
Adjutant in those detachments will pull together and survive. It's what we do.
JIM JONAS By the same token we have many detachments that are thriving at
Paymaster this time. Involved in multiple projects and constantly looking for
more ways to get involved with issues near and dear to all of us. A
RON MACE large OooRah to those!
SqEatAms | want to thank the entire board of officer's | have had the pleasure
HANK ZARTMAN of serving with. | have had a tough work schedule this year and
Chaplain because of that | have had to often call on one of these officer's to
be somewhere on my behalf or to take on task that | was unable to
JOHN BAILEY

get accomplish. In all the request | made, and they were numerous,
Junior Past Commandant | was not once turned down. | am extremely grateful to them for
ERNIE LUTZ their efforts and dedication. We have had, | believe, as good a
board of officer's this past year as we could hope for.

Web Sergeant

RUSSELL WYATT Before | close | want to re_mlnd everyone of the Mid -East Division
o _ Conference coming up in late June. We, the Department of Virginia
Legislative Officer are sponsoring the event this year in Virginia Beach. Again, the

JOHN BONNELL conference is open to all members. It's an opportunity to come
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out and meet members from all over the division. Which is Maryland, North
Carolina, West Virginia, Delaware and of course Virginia.

| am also asking for your help in this endeavor. As you know a department has no
fundraising capabilities. We need your support. Most of you know, if you host a
department staff meeting or convention, we dip into the state coffers and send you a
check. Now the department needs your help. If your detachment can afford it, dip into
your coffers and send the department a check to help defray the cost of this
conference. No amount is to small. Please plan on being there. It will be a great
event and | think you'll enjoy it.

Finally, elections for department officer's are upon us. Myself, Stonewall
Commandant Roy Smith and Middle Peninsula Commandant Dave Clements are
the nominating committee this year. If you have someone you would like to see
nominated for a  particular board position, please let one of us know.

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your commandant the past two years. It has
been a gratifying experience.

Semper Fidelis,

Mike He'bert L
Commandabtept. of Virginia
Marine Corps League

THEY TITLFE
IT CANNOT BE INHERITED,
NOR,CAN IT EVER.BE PURCHASED.
You anB NO ONEMALIVE
CAN BUY IT FOR ANY PRICE.
ITus imposSiBLE FofBENT,

AND AT CANNOT BE LENT.
YoerALoNE AND OURJOWN
HAVE EARNED IT
WITH YOUR SWEAT, BLOOD AND, LIVES.
YOU OWN, IT FOREVER.
THE TITLE,

UNITED STATES MARINE
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From The Senior Vice Commandant

Spring is coming! It has been a long hard winter in these parts and
the thought of warmer temperatures excites me more than usual
this year. This spring and summer will be a busy time for Marines
in Virginia. In addition to the Spring Staff Meeting in Richmond,
there will be several opportunities to attend other Marine Corps
League activities close to home.

In May the John A. Lejeune Detachment will once again be hosting
our Department Convention at the Sand Castle Hotel on the board-
walk in Virginia Beach. They have a great time planned for us so
mark your calendars for May 14 -16.

Later, on June 25th and 26th, the Department of Virginia will be hosting the Mid -East
Division Conference also in Virginia Beach. This time we will be a little further inland at

the Westin Hotel and Conference Center. You can't see the ocean from there, but it is a

beautiful facility with plenty of shopping, food and recreation venues close by. This will

be a great opportunity for you to swap sea stories and other tall tales with Marines

from around the entire Mid Eastern region.

Last, but certainly not least, is the MCL National Convention on tap for August 8 -13.
This year it will be held in Greensboro, NC, a reasonable drive from anywhere in

Virginia. No planes, no airports, no hassles, just a great opportunity to attend the
Convention and meet your fellow Marines from around the USA and a few other

countries as well. It will probably be a while before we have another convention this

close to home. The 2011 convention is slated for Boise Idaho. So if you're like me and

are not a fan of today's airline experiences, Carolina is looking pretty darn good.

Also a reminder that entries for the newsletter contest must be submitted by 1 April.
If you have any questions, please contact me by phone at 804 -746 -4413 or by email at
Rbsteeley@comcast.net.

Spring and summer will soon be here. All the cold and snow will soon be a distant
memory. | hope you will take advantage of some or all of the opportunities | have
mentioned. It's a great time to be a Marine... It's especially great time to be a Marine in
Virginia.

Semper Fidelis
Bruce Steeley

ARA Veteran is someone who , at one point
The United States of America for an amou
Honor, and there are way too many peopl e

Author Unknown
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From The Judge Advocate

This year some of our detachments have experienced some
issues due that some members and some officers were not familiar
with the Bylaws. Even though these issues were not of a very
serious nature, left unchecked they could very well become serious
enough to warrant intervention by the Department of Virginia.

The Department is not out on a witch -hunt looking to charge
detachments or members with infractions of the rules, but when the
department receives phone calls of infractions of the Bylaws we have a responsibility to
ensure corrective action is taken to be in compliance with the polices, procedures and
the Bylaws.

|l tds i mperative that al/l of ficers be real far
Byl aws and Administrative Procedures as well as
detachment should maintain two hard copies of the National and Department Bylaws
readily available for use by any of its members as required. Members should be
encouraged to read the bylaws so theyodére aware h
and functions. Copies of the National Bylaws and Administrative Procedures can be
purchased from The Semper Fi Store. You can go online to The Semper Fi Store.com
web site. The Department Bylaws and Administrative Procedures are on CD and a
copy will be issued to every detachment present at the Spring Staff Meeting to be held
in Richmond this month. A copy of the CD will be mailed to those detachments that are
not able to attend the meeting. A manual that can also be purchased from The Semper
Fi Store and is highly recommended is The Guide Book for Detachment Officers. This
manual has a wealth of information for detachment officers and should be required
reading for all officers.

A copy of a DVD titled Military Funeral Honors will also be issued to each detach-
ment present at the Spring Staff Meeting. A copy of the video will be mailed to each
detachment not present or represented at the Spring Staff Meeting. Military Funeral
Honors have always been provided whenever possible. However, the law mandates the
rendering of Military Funeral Honors for an eligible veteran if requested by the family.
As provided by law, an honor guard detail for committal of an eligible veteran will
consist of not less than two members of the Armed Forces. At least one member of the
detail will be a representative of the parent Service of the deceased veteran. This two
person detail will, at a minimum, perform a ceremony that includes the folding and
presentation of the American flag to the next of

This video presents guidance on how to conduct a two -person detail from
receiving the request for honors to completion and documentation of the honors
provided. Additional information on conducting a memorial service for a deceased
member are contained in the Order for Religious Funeral Services in the Marine Corps
League Ritual Manual, Revised July 2005.

Semper Fidelis,
Rudy Garcia
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Notes From The Legislative Officer

Commandants and Marines of our Department's Detachments. As the
Legislative Officer for the Department | e -mail information about
events that concerned veterans. Most of the information | forward to

the detachments is received from the Virginia Department of
Veteran's Affairs relating to veterans. | look to the detachments to

take this information and pass it on to their members and other
veterans. This information may or may not be sent to newspapers, so

it becomes an important function of the detachment to perform a public service for our
veterans. By word of mouth and in your newsletters you do a big service for your

;‘

veterans to "get the word". If this information is not received by the correct person, or

not received at all, please notify me at mcljpon@cox.net I thank you for your
cooperation to help veterans "get the word".

Semper Fi

John Bonnell

Taps

Marine John Wilson Collier former member James M. Slay Detachment. Sergeant
Collier served in the United States Marine Corps from 1943 -1946 as an aircraft

electrician. He retired from the City of Richmond as an electrical inspector and then
worked for the Department of Public Utilities as a supervisor of utility plant electricians.
He was a teacher at the Richmond Technical Center for over 40 years.

Marine Arthur T. Carroll life member of the James M. Slay Detachment. He retired as
a lieutenant after 32 years with the Richmond Virginia Police Department, and served
for four years with the Marine Corps.

Upcoming Events

5 oy May 14 -16 MCL State Convention Sand Castle Hotel, Virginia
4% ,1£IT& Beach, VA hosted by the John A. Lejeune Detachment.

f; June 25 -26 Mid -East Division Conference Westin Hotel and
Conference Center, Virginia Beach, VA hosted by the Department
of Virginia, MCL.

August 8 -13 MCL National Convention Sheraton Greensboro
Hotel/Koury Convention Center, Greensboro NC hosted by the
Department of North Carolina, MCL.

Al | ove the Corps for those intangible
Il ntegrity, and being able to carry on

Corporal Jeff Sornig, USMC
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The Casual Uniform, also referred to as the
Red Blazer Uniform

Red Blazer  There will be two (2) MCL buttons on the front of
the blazer and three (3) MCL buttons on each sleeve. The
Marine Corps League Crest is worn on the left breast pocket,
about 1/4" below the lower half of the pocket cuff and
centered on the pocket. The Marine Corps League Crest
pocket insert may be worn in place of the standard crest, and
the commercially sold plastic sleeve insert with permanently
set Marine Corps Seal may also be worn.

The MCL Member, MCL Life Member, 5 Year, 10 Year, etc.,
pins are worn in the left lapel button hole. Department Chaplain John Bailey

The name tag is not worn with this uniform. Large medals are ZHDULQJ WKH "&DVXDO 8Q

never to be worn on the red blazer. Sunburst insignias are never to be worn with the red
blazer. Miniature medals, ribbons, and badges are not to be worn on the red blazer,
except when the blazer is worn as an optional jacket of the Formal Uniform, and then
only miniature medals may be worn.

Shirt:  Shirt can be either long sleeve or short sleeve, but must be plain white in color.

The shirt should have a plain coll ar. It wi || no
Undress Unifor m. Sunbur st i nsignias are not wWor n
and badges are not to be worn with the "Casual” uniform. Patches are not worn with the

"Casual" uniform. No devices, pins, badges or patches of any kind are to be worn with

the "Casual" uniform. Just the shirt, tie and prescribed tie bar, described in the tie

section below.

Trousers:  Black trousers with a black belt and square gold buckle with the Marine Corps
Emblem are to be worn with the Casual Uniform. The belt can be either the wide leather
belt or the narrow dress belt. The wide leather belt is worn with the large square buckle
with the Marine Corps Emblem on it. The narrow dress belt with the smaller buckle, also
having the Marine Corps Emblem, satisfies the black dress belt option. Dress blue
trousers with red stripe are not authorized with the Casual Uniform.

Necktie:  The necktie should be a plain flat black tie with a Marine Corps League or
Marine Corps gold tie bar.. No other tie bar is authorized. No tie tacks, no tie colors other
than black, and no embroidered or other designs on the tie are authorized. Just a simple,
plain, black, tie. A clip on tie may be worn, or if using a regular tie, a four in hand knot is
recommended.

Shoes: The shoes should be black leather oxfords, either corafram type, or highly
shined. The uppers on the toes should be flat leather, with no seams. Rubber or leather
soles may be worn. Black socks, should be worn, also. No taps are authorized.

White Gloves: For certain ceremonies, like funerals, visitations and flag ceremonies, it
is acceptable to wear the white ceremonial gloves. When worn for a ceremony with
others in uniform, it is recommended that an "all or none" approach be used in wearing
the gloves.



