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Fellow Marines and League Members,  

It has been several months now since we last 
met in Virginia Beach, and I am really looking 
forward to seeing all of you at Mickey Finn this 
October. Commandant Danny Williams and his 
crew of Marines have a great weekend planned 
for us.  

I have been extremely busy these past few 
months at work, but in spite of my hectic    
schedule, I have had the privilege of visiting  

several of our local detachments. I am proud to say we Marines are 
continuing to do an outstanding job of serving our local             
communities.  

I read recently that the Marine Corps League is one of the fastest 
growing veterans associations in America today. When you start 
with the best possible recruits available, it certainly doesn't surprise 
me at all. Please keep up your efforts in recruiting and                 
especially with your membership retention. Every organization     
derives itôs strength from itôs members. Without you, our individual   
members, there would be no Marine Corps League.  

Over the past few months the Department of Virginia has made itôs 
name onto the National and Division stage. Our own Judge          
Advocate, Rudy Garcia, was elected as National Assistant Vice    
Commandant for the Mid East Division at the MCL National        
Convention in Rochester. Rudy will serve beside our newly elected 
National Vice Commandant for the Mid East Division, Jim Tant. Jim 
has  been a frequent visitor to our Department meetings. Our    
congratulations go to both. They will make a great team.  

I am also pleased to announce that Marine John Bonnell has been         
appointed as the Legislative Officer for the Mid East Division. John 
has held that position in our Department for a number of years and 
brings a wealth of experience to that position. All in all, we are   
making a very strong presence  throughout the entire League.  

In closing I wish you well in all your endeavors and I extremely 
proud to have been given the opportunity to  serve another term as 
your Department Commandant. Until we meet again at the fall staff 
meeting in Dumfries.  

 

Semper Fidelis  

Mike  

 



DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

 FROM THE SR. VICE COMMANDANT  

Greetings Marines,  

This is my second attempt at putting together the Department newsletter. 

I hope you find it both entertaining and informational. As I have said    
before, communication is vital to any organization, especially one as 
spread out as ours. We Marines should be proud of the great things the 

members of our respective detachments are doing in our communities, 
and once again I encourage you to send along any newsworthy items for 

inclusion in this newsletter. It would also be helpful if I were included in 
your detachment newsletter mailing list. Currently the only detachments I 
receive newsletters from are James Slay, Lynchburg, and SgtMaj James F. 

Moore. If you have a printed newsletter, you can mail it to me at 9199 Harvey Hollow Drive,            
Mechanicsville, VA 23116. If you have email capability, please send it to my email address at 

rbsteeley@comcast.net.  

On a personal note, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to all of my fellow Marines for 
your support over the past few weeks. Your cards, phone calls, and emails with words of       

encouragement have meant a great deal to me during my continuing recovery from heart     
bypass surgery. It has been a physical ordeal, but knowing I had your support helped to lift my 
spirits considerably. Thanks to all of you from the bottom of my newly reconfigured heart.    

Marines taking care of Marines, is what itôs all about. 

See you at Mickey Finn,  

Semper Fi  

Bruce Steeley  

 

 

 

 

TAPS  

Marine Patrick M. OôHare, (Pat) Past Commandant, (1998 -1999) and Life Member, James M. 

Slay Detachment.  

Marine Raymond Castlebury, (Ray) Past Commandant (2003 -2004) and Life Member, 

James M. Slay Detachment.  

Marine Thomas  W. Crowder, (Tom) Life Member, James M. Slay Detachment.  

Marine Ronald  A. Soltis (Ron) Past Commandant (1996 -1997), James M. Slay Detachment.  

Marine George Rice , A founding a member of the Lynchburg Area Detachment.  
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REPORT OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE  

Another Marine Corps League National Convention 
has come and gone.  All in all, it was a good        

convention.  It was a long drive to Rochester       
Minnesota, but well worth it. I renewed old            

acquaintances and made new friends.  Next year itôs 
on to Greensboro, North Carolina.  The Department 
of North Carolina is planning on making next yearôs 

convention bigger and better.  Itôs never too soon to 
start thinking about attending and start making 

plans.  

First and foremost I want to thank everyone for your 
vote of confidence and support in electing me as the 

National Assistant Vice Commandant for the Mid East 
Division.  I can assure you that I will serve faithfully 

and honorably.  

 
Of the thirty - three proposed changes to the National Bylaws and Administrative procedures for 

2009,  fourteen were approved and accepted.  The khaki shirt worn by ceremonial details is no 
longer authorized for wear.  National Judge Advocate John Kovalcik stated in his report that too 

many members are violating the chain of command, by passing the Detachments and going  
directly to the National level with matters that can and should be handled at the Detachment 
and Department level.  We all know that when a member decides to circumvent the chain of 

command itôs without the knowledge of the local detachment, therefore we must impress on 
our members that they are to abide by the procedures in the Bylaws and utilize the chain of 

command at all times.  Any correspondence that is received at the National level that has by 

passed the chain of command will be returned to the originator without any action taken.  

 

The proper wearing of the Marine Corps League uniform was stressed and itôs the responsibility 
of every member to comply with the procedures outlined in the uniform regulations.  There are 
too many members that are wearing unauthorized lapel pins.  The uniform code is written so 

that thereôs no room for misinterpretation.  

 

Speaking of Bylaws, any and all Detachments that have made amendments to their bylaws 

need to submit two signed copies so they can be reviewed and authenticated.  One copy will be 
kept on file for our records and one authenticated copy will be returned to the originating      
detachment.  Those Detachments that have not made amendments to their bylaws are         

requested to submit a signed copy for our files.  Copies of the bylaws can be mailed to my 

home address:  301 Lincoln Road, Chesapeake, VA. 23320 -6354.  

 

Semper Fi,                                                                                                                         
Rudy Garcia                                                                                                                      

Judge Advocate  

Rudy Garcia, (right) newly elected National         

Assistant Vice  Commandant for the Mid -East     

Division and Jim Tant, National Vice Commandant 

for the Mid -East Division.  
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John Bonnell Receives JLC/VSO Service Award  

On 12 August 2009, Department of Veterans Services (DVS)          
Commissioner Vincent Burgess awarded Marine John Bonnell a        

Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of Virginia Governor Tim Kaine. 
John was honored for his service as the Department of Virginia, MCL 

representative to the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service    

Organizations.  

The Council consists of representatives of twenty seven Veterans Service Organizations in the 

Commonwealth. It advises DVS on matters of concern to veterans and their families. The   
Council is active in identifying  veteransô needs and advocating in support of veterans issues 

that may be remedied through appropriate legislation or by other means.  

During his tenure Marine Bonnell took the leadership role in bringing the Missing In America 
Project to Virginia. This past July, John and several DVS representatives joined forces with the 

Virginia Funeral Directors Association to formally make MIAP a reality in Virginia.  

The purpose of the MIAP is to locate, identify and inter the unclaimed cremated remains of 
American veterans through the joint efforts of private, state and federal organizations. To    
provide honor and respect to those who have served this country by securing a final resting 

place for these forgotten heroes.  

Marine Bruce Steeley succeeded Bonnell as the Department's representative on the JLC and 
was sworn in for a three year term. John will remain active on the JLC serving as an alternate, 

and will remain as Legislative Officer for the Department. In September 2009, John was        

appointed as the Legislative Officer for the entire MCL Mideast Division.  

Congratulations John on a job well done!  

JLC/VSO Legislative Objectives  

The following legislative objectives were adopted by the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans 

Service Organizations (JLC) on August 12, 2009.  These are the top legislative objectives of the 

organizations represented on the JLC.  John will be asking for your support at our fall meeting.  

Support the Department of Veterans Services FY11 - FY12 Biennial Budget, to include:  

 Continued Level Funding for the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program:  Support a 
budget item in the Governorôs Budget that (a) appropriates necessary funds to continue 

the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program at current funding levels, and (b) expands the 

staff by one  full - time position.  

 Continued Level Funding for the Automated Claims Processing System:  Support 

a budget item in the Governorôs Budget that appropriates necessary funds to continue 

development of the Automated Claims Processing System for veterans disability claims.  

 Provide Funding to open and operate the Southwest Virginia Veterans        
Cemetery:  Support a budget item in the Governorôs Budget to provide the funds       

required to open and operate the Southwest Virginia Veterans Cemetery.  

 Virginia War Memorial Operating Funds and FFE Funds:  Support budget items in the 
Governorôs Budget for (a) one-time funding for furniture, fixtures, and equipment (FFE), and 

(b) increase on -going operational funding for the Paul and Phyllis Galanti Education Center.  

 Real Estate Tax Exemption for 100% Disabled Veterans:  Support legislation to amend 
the Virginia Constitution to require local governments to grant real estate tax exemptions for 

100% service -connected disabled veterans without regards to means testing.  Identical        



legislation passed the 2009 General Assembly and must pass the 2010 General Assembly in 

the same form.  

 Burial Vaults for Virginia State Veterans Cemeteries:  Support a budget item in the    

Governorôs Budget that appropriates funds so that burial vaults may be provided for resale 

at cost at Virginia state veterans cemeteries.  

 Special Veterans Courts:  Support legislation that allows localities, at their discretion, to    

establish special veterans courts for remedial treatment of veterans and military personnel        

accused of misdemeanor crimes.  

    Military Family Relief Fund: Support administrative or legislative imitative to provide a      
subtraction when calculating Virginia taxable income for individuals receiving a grant from 

the Military family Relief Fund     

 

MCL CONVENTION BANS KHAKI (TAN) SHIRT  

Effective with the close of the Marine Corps 
Leagueôs 86th National Convention (August 7, 

2009) held in Rochester, MN, the KHAKI (tan) 
SHIRT is no longer  authorized for wear as a 

part of the Marine Corps League Uniform for any  
purpose.  The members in   attendance voted 
overwhelmingly to remove the ñKhakiò (tan) 

shirt as an authorized part of the Ceremonial    
Uniform.  It has not been authorized for wear 

with any other MCL uniform for several years.  
All Detachment and Department Color Guards 

and Honor Guards are to suspend wearing of 
the Khaki Shirt and change over to the ñCasualò  
uniform or ñUndressò uniform as proscribed in    

National  Bylaws Enclosure (3).  

The Virginia Marine Newsletter is published                   

quarterly by the Department of  Virginia,                                  

Marine Corps League.  

 

 Marine Bruce Steeley, Editor 

9199 Harvey Hollow Drive   

 Mechanicsville, VA 23116 

(804) 746-4413 / rbsteeley@comcast.net  




